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Nestled in Jamaica

At the Bluchelds Bay Villas, the chythim 18 lusuriously slow, By TINA GOMES BRAND
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As the plane prepares wo touch down
ar Meonregn Bay om a choudless day, the
island iz etched brillanily agaiTst the
hrighr blue. Waiting by the white van,
with genile smile and neatly pressed
checkered shirt, is Mevillae. “Hey man,
b v been? Welcome back home

to Bluefields ™ Clambering in, we are
ready o begin a holiday 6o end all hoki-
days in the =sum,

The minivan makes its way south
From Montege Ray, through tiny par-
ishes towrard the villas of Blueficlds Ray
on the southwest coast of che island,
in the p:rish ol Wesimoreland, on the
Caribhean Sea. The 90-minuie drive
is a sight-sesing tour itself, wending
through acres of oange groves, sugar
cane fields and riny hamlets, then past

the Anchovy Constabulary, on the from
=teps af which one might see a police-
mam, in his ru'rl'i.-\r.l |g,- creased uniferm,
pondering another cloudless day.

Coming to Rluefields Bay feals like
coming home, even on voar firse visic
The Fact that the villas are =0 Privite
comiributes o thiz staee af mind. Many
of the =taf members who rum thess
heauriful properties have been hers
from the start, making for the dowm
home air that comes with the case
of knowing your job well and mking
pleasure in doing it Each house comes
with iz own butler, |'||1|::.-r'l|:-:':'per, Rar-
dener'poal man and a babysinter i you
have small people in mww,

Warm, Fiendly smiles and easy
handshakes greet you, There's Carmen,

general manager, who came o Rluefields
17 years ago and staved, She runs a tight
ship, thoagh vou would never knoa it
gazing inm her large, dusky eves. Earl,
head honcho butler, has been here 22
years. He's what Carmen calls che “all
tmie all-reamder.” “He can cools the

hesi hreakfast, find ihe Freshese caich

of the day, and once, when a gaest had

a veaming for sizgr cane, he prodhced

it in @ sihver bowd in the middle of the
aftermoom,” she says. There's James che
gardener, who has a cult following be-
CHLISE, 0 W:'clnesd.m_.'t.\ lames rades =
garden rake for conldng implements and
hecomies Jerik Chicken James. His Sfamous
chicken is served at the Tree House, the
commamal chubhoese pavilion with siun-
ning views of the coast.
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There’s James the gardener, who has a cult following because, on Wednesdays, James
trades his garden rake for cooking implements and becomes Jerk Chicken James.

Ar Bluefields Bay, there s some-
thing 1o suil everyomne in the five
properties, which sit nestled in the
pretty coastline, Their names evolic
whimsy and charm—Cottomwood
and Milestone cottages, Mullion
Cove, San Michele and the Hermit-
age all affer 1B0-degree views of the
sea. The houses are surrmanded by
exctic, vigorous, paradisiacal gr-
dens, and all have their own poals in
cise guests should tire of swimming
in the warm waters of the Cariblean
Sea. Here, visdlors can be as reclogive
o as engaged with the local commu-
ity &% they choose.

Pebbie and Braxton Manoure are
the cvwners of Bheefields Bay Villas,
with impecsible Virginia credentials,
inchiting among thedr relatives Mancy
Lancaster, whis foended Colefae and
Forader. How did Rraxion Monoure,
whese thes bo Vinginia wind back 1o
his great-grandmother, Catherine
Cary Ambler, who lived in [amestown
in 1212, come Lo be v Jamaiceal With
family spread from the Morthern Neck
andd Glwcester Courty to the more
urhan rewches of Morthen Vinginia, the
wirld-trveling Maoncune kel an imme-
diote connection with [amaica on his
firset it in the T0x and began a seanch
for his ey piece of heaven. Frequent
and fxased trips finally unearthed the
ieweel that was Mullion Cove.

Today, the Moncures are an insgi-
tution an the island, with rJ.-L'L'p roiaks
here while seill maintainirg their
hame in Virginia. Debbie and Bros-
o married at Mullion Cove, and
their children Bachel and Huston
were born on the island. Over time,
they acquired and developed the
coastline on either side of the origi-
ral Mullion Cowe property, mindful
of the heritage of the island and it=
fragile ccosystem. Debhie Moncune
is an architecr, s the houses chat
she built over time bear the keen and
migical mark of someone trained in
the design of beaartiful homes. Ineor-
ponited into the new houases are as
many kxcal building materials as she
could sourse.

The houses are all breathrakinghy
sereie. Cool tile and parquetry Boars
lead! frevm one generous space 1o
ancther whils, in the backgrund,
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Phaone: (202} £32-4010
BlucfinldsVillns.com
Viacatbons S BhenfleldsVillns com
A wonk's stay for two mdhulis
ranges froms E350- 884000,
dopnnding on the villn. Higher
iduring holiday sansons.
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antigue lace Mutiers through lewvered
writadirws. The villas are furnishbed with
lereal antiques, Fom the richly camved
armiires and imimense kar-poster
canopied beds, Laden with &acher pil-
levers and embroidered linens, to comfy
sodag and arm chaire. In neat piles, you
will find the latest Mew Yorker and Tar-
Her magazines, clhasic holiday novels
and historical accounts of the islands.
All arcmand are vistes through anches

ol pink bougainvillea, bright omnge
archid sprovs and clusters of nodding
hilbdscus o the glittering blue sea be-
yunl. Among fowering bushes and
cascading crecpers an: Mashes of busy
bummingbinds and colorful butterfies.
In the background, the disereet hum of
an efficient bowsehold goes abour i
business of satfsfing every whimal
the guess.

Lobster with ginger sauce, [regrant
curry, soups, quiches and magnifi-
cent, old-fashioned tea cakes—rehe
menu is varied and delicions, thanls
to the training the villa coalis receive
from French chel Jean Clasde Lelan.
Chef Lelan has been traveling here
annmually for the Lst 10 years from his
restaurant, Le Refuge, in Obd Town,
Alexanchria. He has a warm tender-
ness for this place and s people.
The eagemiess of the Jamaican coolis
tor learn new recipes gives him a st
isfaction quite apart from that of rn-
ning a swoeeessiul city bistm. "How
lucley am [ laughs Leban. 91 swim in
thi merning, seanch the local markets
in the afternsan for ingredients, and
then spend my afternoons in the vilka
kitchena "

Alter hanch, laid sut in your pri-
witle loggia, served up on o tahle
rv:'q:!h:'r.-dl.' it with scattered r.'imtn-.
pretty embraidersd linen and a funly
mixtuwre of china that can minge fom
vintage Spode and Wedgpwood o
Lenr, it B time for a semll of a
by yards through the garden dawn
tor the aoean. Pause 1o inhale the
seented air and yoo might spy, hid-
den under 4 hibiscuz bush, an ice
chest stocled with Red Stripe beers,
Ting (a faneastic Jamaican lemonade)
and other sodas and bottled water.
Far out o a mck, so 2% ot o invade
yesar private space, you will notice
Durrington o Andy, watchful senti-
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nels who are the villa*s coast guands.
Mathing like peace of mind.

Az the sun begins we slip inge the
sz, pulling ropes of colar with ik, a
day of layaling, sunbathing, swim-
ming and reading by the ocean drws
to a elose. The vibe i picking up at
the villa. Muiler Earl, whe has been
in casual mode during the day in
Bermuda shorts and Hawaiion shire,
is row i formal Black and whives Bor
dinner service. Fireflies wink in the
bushes leading up o the house, and
in the distance geckoes can be heard
calling to ene another. Your Greorite
symphony is playing en the house
atereee. The table is ==t [or dinner,
candle-lic lamps glow and appetizing

This s ey Teaeh and Agli, stislemis
il Blzelialds Hay Sehaol,

aromas cutl on e grnr]r hreeze

After placing drink orders with
Farl, WAL rn'ip.hr freshen up in your
private boudnir before dinner. You
will find the bed turned dowm and
a neat pile of your laundry, washed
and pressed, The precty white nets
over the bed have been lowered and
the hlades of an overhead fan slice
the evening air. i nesded, flick on
the ait condiiening o take the edge
off a warm da,

You could pet wsed oo this,

Ar Bluefields Bay, you can do as
much or as Hitle ax wo wane, & well-
maintained tenmis coart with nigh
lights is fust ncToss the road, Boat
rides and fshing trips, croqueet, long
hikes o a majestic waterfall, a wi=il

o an archid park or o the Kew Pards
colfee plantation—just send wand

tor Carmen, whi armieges all these
quiclly and effickently. Whe can re-
sist a wisit b a plantation called Fara-
dise, where you can mount up and
ger gicldyap through orassy glades
and stands of old trees oue to the
sei, where the hores perk up as they
splash through the shallows. An es-
pecially fun and satisfying visit s one
we make each time, 1o the preschoal
citlbed the Bheefields Basic School.
Supparted by the scially conscious
Moncures, the neat-as-a-pin and
gaily painted place is the pride of the
pirrish. Here, teachers prepare their
students Tor primary school, and the

complex is a hive of earnest activity
each day,

At Blue Hl:l-r.ls:, the slow r|11_,'r|'|'rn ]
entrancing, and a deeply satisfying
massage in the garden under a can-
opy of flowering morning ghory fits
in micely. Long-time housckespers
Thermagene and Sharon are adept at
hair braiding, and one could spend
an i-.'.|'|-'||‘ii.'. afrermonn on the termce
sipping ram panch while your hair is
wioven inin beaoriful creations. Twao
American beauticians living nearby
are available to visit you poolside if
you care o make an appointment.

The Momcure Samily can be |'|n'||.||:|.
of this veniure, Bhzefizlds Bay ha=
broaght stabilicy to the area by pro-
viding jobs and playing an active mle
amamg, the local population, Guests
leave not only feeling refreshed, bue
also traly comnected o the Bheefields
Hay commumity.

After most halidays, | am eager
tex return home, Blochiclds Bay is
one place where a sadness wells in
my heart as | wave goodbye, | gress
snme of the regret is also from
knowing chat the mundane realicy
of conking meals, wrestling with
the laundry and driving carpeal is
about to begin again
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